J310 Locating Data Assignment Fall 2010 

Your assignment has two parts:
I. Learn how to locate census/or similar data for Los Angeles neighborhoods.  
What is your home zip code? Using the US Census site or other sources, find out:

A. What is the largest ethnic group for that zip code? What’s the US average? 

B. What is the percentage of people living below the poverty level? What’s the US average?

C. What is the percentage of people with a college degree? What’s the US average?

Email the answers to these three questions to Prof Wall today. List your zip code, each of these stats and where you got them. 

II.  Write a blog post on your Posterous site (350-400 words).  Due by midnight Thursday Oct. 7. 
Background: Public libraries around the country have been hit by massive budget cuts, yet libraries are important resources for the people most likely to be having the hardest time with the economic downturn.  Your assignment for today is to write a blog post focused on the cuts to the Los Angeles Public Library. 
To complete the assignment, do the following: 

1. Locate previous recent reporting on the library budget crisis. Here is a list of potential news sites to consult. 
[Note: Some of the sources are archived and not available without paying; however, you can access the articles via the Oviatt Library databases.] 
1. Los Angeles Times

2. The Jewish Journal of Greater L.A

3. KPCC

4. Los Angeles Daily News

5. Library Journal

6. New York Times 

7. American Libraries 

8. Daily Breeze

9. Rafu Shimpo

10. LA Weekly 
11. KNBC
In your blog post, summarize info from at least three articles, one article each from three different outlets listed or similar outlets.  What are some important points they make about the library cuts? Who do they interview?  You can quote from these articles, but please use attribution and link back to the original story.
   (For example, you might write: Maria Lopez told the Los Angeles Times that her 7-year-old son, Luis, wasn’t able to study as often because of the library’s reduced hours.) 

2.  Learn how to locate information about the library budget. 
Then answer: What is their yearly budget?  How much has been cut in the last year? 
There are various information sources about the library’s budget, from the mayor’s office to the library’s own website. Decide which of these is most useful and makes the most sense to you.  Be sure and copy the URL so you link to it in your blog post. 
In your blog post, say what their budget is, how much is being cut, and link to a site summarizing the budget or a document containing it. This must be an official source (i.e., not LA Times or other media) but the city of LA, the library’s own budget page, etc. The link should go directly to a document or other piece of information about the library budget – and not just generically to the mayor’s homepage, the library’s main page, etc.  

3.  In your blog post, include two interesting facts about the library. These might come from the library’s own factsheet. Again, link back to the source.  http://www.lapl.org/newsroom/2010_facts.html. 

 Where else might you find reliable information about the library?


Tips:
· Be sure and include a title for your post.  

· Use an online writing style: present tense and a conversational tone. It’s not a book report! Think of your Yelp! reviews. 
· Your post should be grammatically correct and properly sourced (that is, we should know where your info came from.) 
� To link in a blog post, drag your cursor over the words that will form the link, then click the little chain link icon in the toolbar at the top of the post (just below the title). 





